
March 2, 2021 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Commissioner Redland was absent.     

Chairman Jacobson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted that 
she had no additions or deletions, just a change of time slots, as David & John would be presenting at 
9:30 a.m. and Sarah Kjono would give her update at 11:15 a.m.  Commissioner Gunderson made a 
motion to approve the agenda with time changes.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.    

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 18th meeting, Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried. 

Chairman Jacobson asked Commissioner Hall to address the board with the EDA update.  Commissioner 
Hall noted that the EDA board had met on Tuesday, February 23rd, to review the grant applications for 
the MN Small Business Grants.  She noted they had $250,000 to disburse, and had requests for 
$969,089.  She noted it was hard to make decisions, gave some insight into the process used and the 
EDA board had put together a spreadsheet with their recommendations and would like the County 
Board approval to have the A/T disburse the funds.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to 
approve the recommendations of the EDA board with regard to the MN Small Business Assistance 
Grants.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Motion carried.  

The next item of discussion was an Affidavit of Lost Warrant received from John R. Dahl.  A/T Hanson 
noted warrant 502722 in the amount of $308.00 was originally issued in April of 2019.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Affidavit for Duplicate of Lost Warrant, waive the bond 
and reissue the check to James Dahl & John R. Dahl in the amount of $308.00.  Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

John Rosenberger then addressed the board with regard to the Malwarebytes Endpoint Protection and 
the Barracuda E-Mail Security Gateway which provide security protection to the county owned 
computers.  After discussion on both products and the 1-year option versus 3-year option for purchase 
Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve moving forward with the 3-year quote on the 
Malwarebytes Endpoint Protection in the amount of $8,600.10.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall then made a motion to approve the 3-year contract for the virtual Barracuda E-mail 
Security Gateway license in the amount of $8,297.25.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.  

Chairman Jacobson then asked commissioners if they had all had time to review the bills as were 
submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as presented.   

Revenue - $6,176.30   Road & Bridge - $11,881.17   County EDA - $1,000.00 

Public Health - $587.01   TOTAL - $19,644.48 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Jacobson called for a short break until 10:00 a.m. 

Chairman Jacobson reconvened the meeting at 10:00 a.m. with Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, 
addressing his agenda.  The first item brought forward by Engineer Berndt was the final contract 
payment on Contract Number 2204 associated with Project Number SP 054-620-014 having all things 
completed by Olson Construction TRF, Inc. for final payment in the amount of $12,128.66.  
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 03-02-2021-1 A Resolution for Final Payment 
SP 054-6620-014.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 4 yeas and 0 
nays.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

The next item brought forward was the final contract payment on Contract Number 2205 associated 
with Project Numbers SAP 054-625-023, SAP 054-634-017, SAP 054-646-005, SAP 054-650-002 and SAP 
054-651-006 having all things completed by Mark Sand & Gravel Co. of Fergus Falls for final payment in 
the amount of $74,811.87.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 03-02-2021-2 A Resolution 
for Final Payment SAP 054-625-023, SAP 054-634-017, SAP 054-646-005, SAP 054-650-002 and SAP 
054-651-006.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and on roll call vote there were 4 yeas 
and 0 nays.  A copy of the Resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   



The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was a discussion on the proposed Highway Department 
Building.  Engineer Berndt brought discussion forward on the building replacement project showing the 
Roseau County Highway Building, Redwood County Highway Building where they were able to purchase 
a next to new vacant building formerly owned by Titan, the Cass County Highway Building and the 
existing Norman County Building.  Engineer Berndt also presented information David Stene, CFO, had 
received from Ehlers Public Finance Advisors regarding bonding and present interest rates.  
Commissioner Jacobson questioned that “as a rule of thumb” for every one million dollars of bonding, 
you would add $50,000 in added expense to the budget.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted that he 
would like to see the cost comparison of pre-cast versus engineered steel.  He would also like WSN to 
come to a board meeting to provide some explanation as to required code, heating system planned, etc.  
Commissioner Gunderson brought forward the cost involved and stated that he did not feel he could 
support a $10 million dollar project, maybe not a $9 million dollar project, he felt he could support 
Option 3, and would not consider pole construction at all.  Commissioner Bommersbach noted he would 
not like to see the existing building torn down at a cost of $50,000.  Commissioner Jacobson noted he is 
not interested in putting any more money into the existing building.   

Chairman Jacobson summarized that the board would like to have WSN do some comparison costs 
regarding pre-cast versus engineered steel and come back to the next board meeting with a $7 million 
dollar proposed building with a $6 million dollar bonding proposal and using $1 million from the building 
fund.   

At this time, Chairman Jacobson, asked for a 5-minute break.  Chairman Jacobson reconvened the 
meeting at 10:52 a.m. with County Attorney, James Brue, presenting the board with the Labor 
Agreement between Norman County and The American federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees, AFL-CIO, Local Unit 3064, Social Services Unit.  Attorney Brue stated that the agreement was 
a 2-year agreement effective from January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2022.  Attorney Brue also noted 
that it provided a 2.25% increase for 2021 and again in 2022; which is the same as negotiated with the 
other unions in the county.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the Labor Agreement 
between Norman County and the Social Services Unit.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   

Attorney Brue then brought forward discussion on a proposal from Riverview Dairy, owner of the 
proposed dairy in Waukon Township, for the county to be a conduit on state bonding for a 
$25,000,000.00 bonding project for a solid waste disposal facility for their manure at the dairy site.  
Attorney Brue stated that he had one phone call from Jim Stewart, attorney for bonding, working with 
Riverview on this and they are looking for a resolution from the county supporting this.  James stated 
that Jason Grubbs, working on behalf of Riverview, had been in contact with David Stene earlier on this, 
and he would like a resolution supporting this today.  Attorney Brue noted that Attorney Stewart had set 
up a conference call between Jason Grubbs, himself and Attorney Stewart, but Mr. Grubbs did not 
attend the call.  James suggested that the board ask Riverview Dairy to attend the first board meeting in 
April, specifically asking that both Jim Stewart, and Jason Grubbs attend along with any others who 
would like to represent Riverview at this time for a proposed industrial revenue bond Q &A session.   

At 11:10 a.m. Sarah Kjono, NMPH Director, gave her COVID-19 update to the board, stating the county 
had 17 new cases in January, and 50 new cases in February, mainly due to an outbreak on the east side 
of the county.  Director Kjono did note that Public Health was able to conduct two testing events in Twin 
Valley in February to help determine positive cases and begin quarantining as well as contact tracing.  
Director Kjono also noted that as of February 27th, 1826 residents, 28%, in Norman County had received 
at least one vaccine dose, and 839 residents, 12.9%, had completed the vaccine series.  Director Kjono 
noted that overall, 974 vaccine doses had been administered by NMPH.  Sarah also noted that the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine had been approved and would be arriving in Minnesota soon which would 
increase the rate at which citizens should be able to be vaccinated.   

At 11:28 a.m. Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting.   

 

________________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


